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- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English - Pedagogy, Didactics,
Literature Studies, grade: 1,0, University of Gottingen, language: English, abstract: King Alfred, who ruled the
kingdom of Wessex from 871 to 899, is the only English King, who came to be known as the Great. Today he is
remembered and glorified as a great Christian king, who defeated the Vikings, who kept invading and
plundering England in the second half of the 9th century. But apart from great military and political
achievements, Alfred also stands for educational reform and he is credited for having encouraged the
advancement of the Old English language in what was to become the Anglo-Saxon kingdom.What scholars
know about Alfred and his actions today is mostly derived from four different sources. Most important is a
biography of King Alfred called The Life of King Alfred. This text was written in 893 by Asser, a contemporary of
the king. In this biography Asser states that he used to be a monk at St David s, a monastery in Dyfed in Wales,
until King Alfred asked him to serve as one of his scholars and advisors. The biography deals with King Alfred s
life starting with his birth, but ending abruptly, leaving out the king s actions in the 890s and his death. When
dealing with Asser s biography of King Alfred, it is important to keep in mind that the text is not an objective
and accurate work, but rather a celebration of Alfred s greatness for the edification of multiple audiences .The
second source is the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, which was written by one or more anonymous authors. This text...
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