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.. aSSeSS Current PoliCY environment 1. 2 1. 2 assess Current Policy environment Federal, state, and local
policies, regulations, and incentives constitute the foundation upon which the solar energy industry can build.
Policies that address the high up-front cost of installing solar energy systems, the intricacies of interconnecting
photovoltaics, or PV, to the electricity grid, and the complexities of solar energy system permitting and
inspection lay the groundwork for building a sustainable solar market. Federal and state policies address many
of these issues. Local governments can support and expand a local solar market through complementary
policies. Jurisdictional authority over many of the policies that affect solar energy installations depends on
whether your area is served by an investor-owned, cooperative, or municipal utility. States typically have
jurisdiction over investor-owned utilities and policies with statewide applications such as renewable portfolio
standards, net metering, and interconnection. State policy makers and regulators, though, often allow local
governments to define these policies for their particular area and utility. Some programs and policies that
promote solar energy, such as streamlining permitting processes and educating local code officials, fall
exclusively under the jurisdiction of local governments. identifying the regulatory, policy, and incentive
framework that currently affects Benefits solar technology deployment in your community will help you
accurately assess specific strengths and weaknesses related to advancing solar energy in your area.
understanding the local policy context will help you design, implement, and communicate a solar strategy
tailored to meet local needs and goals. Implementatio. . . This item ships from La...
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