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and proteins. Molecular evolution emerged as a scientific field in the 1960s as researchers from molecular
biology, evolutionary biology and population genetics sought to understand recent discoveries on the structure
and function of nucleic acids and protein. Some of the key topics that spurred development of the field have
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increase in studies on the topic. In the 2000s, some of the active topics have been the role of gene duplication in
the emergence of novel gene function, the extent of adaptive molecular evolution versus neutral drift, and the
identification of molecular changes responsible for various human characteristics especially those pertaining
to infection, disease, and cognition. 72 pp. Englisch.
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