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United States. Excerpt: . . . transform the Army from failures in Vietnam and mistakes in Grenada to victories in
the streets of Panama and the dunes of Oper at ion DESERT STORM. I t was t he hardworking Boomers who
won the Cold War and saved our way of life from the Evil Empire, but it was also the overworking Boomers who
brought zero defects, careerism, and new accusations of micromanagement to the Army. As Boomers moved
into the senior ranks of the o?icer corps, their driven nature flourished in the post-Cold war environment. 24 7
became the norm and bigger and better 22 QTBs became commonplace. Today, Baby Boomers dominate
nearly all the leadership positions in the Army ranging from battalion commander to Chief of Sta?. When
junior o?icers complain about the Armys senior leaders, they are talking about the Boomers. Generation Xers
entered the Army as the reform of the Army was nearing its completion. Xers were the platoon leaders in
Operation DESERT STORM and company commanders in Somalia, Bosnia, and Kosovo. They can remember
the Cold War in a historical sense, but their time in uni for m has been dominat ed by peacekeeping,
humanitarian assistance, and disaster relief. Events such as the Armys downsizing, Somalia, Dont Ask, Dont
Tell, and Aberdeen shape the attitudes and views of Generation X o?icers. Their skeptical attitudes toward
authority, already influenced by events prior to entering the Army, were further a?ected by the court martial of
the Sergeant Major of the Army, the reprimand of...
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