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changed its name to the 13th HussarsThe 13th light Dragoons served around the world including in the
Peninsular War, at Waterloo, in India and in the Crimean War.The Peninsular WarAt Campo Mayor on the
Spanish-Portuguese border (25 March 1811) a clash occurred between British and Portuguese cavalry, under
Robert Ballard Long, and a force of French infantry and cavalry under General Latour-Maubourg. This was to
be one of the 13th Light Dragoons most famous and infamous actions. The 13th, two and a half squadrons
strong, led by Colonel Michael Head, charged and routed a superior French cavalry force of no less than six
squadrons. The 13th, with two Portuguese squadrons, then went on to pursue the French for seven miles to the
outskirts of Badajoz. The report reaching Lord Wellington seems to have glossed over the epic quality of the
charge and emphasised the overlong pursuit. After receiving Marshal Beresford s report, Wellington issued a
particularly harsh...
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