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OPERATIONS 3 - 1. Clinical considerations Pre-treatment aids, including full mouth radiographs and diagnostic
casts, should be used to determine the final treatment plan for each patient to receive prosthodontic care.
Modifying considerations such as patient status, time available to complete treatment, and patient interest as
well as ability to perform required oral health maintenance procedures must be recognized. a. Abutment
selection for fixed dental prostheses should follow accepted guidelines and provide adequate support for the
intended prosthesis. The use of cantilever-fixed dental prostheses should be carefully evaluated. b. Intra-coronal
retainers ( inlays ) are undesirable abutments for fixed dental prostheses. c. Fixed restorations of eight or more
units or requests for restorations using commercially designed attachments, unless submitted by a trained
prosthodontist, will be referred to the USADL for consultation prior to tooth preparation. d. All ceramic
restorations are generally not indicated for teeth posterior to the second premolar. e. Resin-bonded
prosthodontic restorations should be limited to anterior restorations, orthodontic retainers, or periodontal
splints. f. Guidance by the clinician is necessary in order for the USADL to achieve proper esthetic results. The
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methods of communicating tooth form, size, shade, and arrangement are encouraged. g. A prosthodontic
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