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English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.CHAPTER |. As far back as our information extends, we
find the table-land of Iran occupied by a group of nations closely related to each other, and speaking dialects of
the same language. On the edges of that great desert, which occupies the centre of the land, are tracts of
pasture, and further inland, treeless steppes, which, however, are watered here and there by brackish pools,
and produce a salt vegetation barely sufficient to provide buffaloes and camels with sustenance, until the soil
becomes entirely barren. In the western part of these steppes wandered a pastoral people, whom Herodotus
calls Sagartians. They were horsemen, but, according to the historian s statement, carried no weapons of
attack beyond a dagger and a rope of twisted straps, at one end of which was a loop. In this they placed their
confidence in battle; they threw it over men and horses, and so dragged them down and strangled them. In the
inscriptions of the Achaemenids this nation is called Acagarta.[2] Close to the Indus, and beyond the bare, hot,
treeless shores of the ocean, the southern part of the plain consists of sandy flats, in which nothing grows but
prickly herbs and a few palms. The springs are a day s journey from each other, and often more. This region
was possessed by a people whom Herodotus calls Sattagydae, and the companions of Alexander of Macedonia,
Gedrosians.[3] Among the nations of the East who were subject to them, the inscriptions of the Achaemenids
mention the Thataghus, which the Greeks understood as Sattagush and Gadrush. Neighbours of the
Gandarians, who, as we know, dwelt on the right bank of the...
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