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OCLC Number: (OCoLC)431903074 Subject: Nike Site SF-88L (Calif. ) Excerpt: . . . As the United States entered
World War Il little doubt existed concerning the important role that antiaircraft artillery would play. On March
9, 1942, the War Department activated the Antiaircraft Command as part of the Army Ground Forces. With
Major General Joseph A. Green serving as its first commanding general, the Antiaircraft Commands primary
mission was to instruct and train officers and enlisted men for duty with antiaircraft artillery and barrage
balloon units, and to activate, organize, equip and 23 efficiently train such units for combat service. The War
Department established the Antiaircraft Artillery School at Camp Davis, North Carolina. Two years later, the
school moved to Fort Bliss, Texas, where the clear weather and solitude provided excellent year-round
antiaircraft training and testing grounds. Between March 9, 1942, and September 2, 1945, the command trained
613 antiaircraft artillery combat units for deployment overseas and in the continental United States. The Army
Service Forces, through the Chief of Ordnance and Chief Signal Officer, also played a significant role in air
defense through procurement, delivery, and equipment 24 maintenance. At the same time, the Army Air Forces
maintained operational control of air defense through its four numbered air forces. This complex
organizational structure caused difficulties. In 1942, the Army Ground Forces and the Army Air Forces had
sharp disagreements concerning the circumstances under which an antiaircraft artillery 25 unit could begin
firing. Each side argued that it should have the command to control the antiaircraft artillery units. The issue,
however, remained unresolved and would surface again with the development of...
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